[Molecular genetic features of Vibrio cholerae classica strains, that caused the Asiatic cholera epidemic in Russian in 1942].
Molecular genetic features of Vibrio cholerae classical strains which caused an epidemic of Asian cholera in Russia in 1942 have been studied for the first time. These strains had a high level of choleric toxin production and toxin-coregulated adhesion piles, the main virulence factors; all the strains were auxotrophs and needed purine and/or amino acids for growth in minimal medium. Moreover, having hapA structural gene in the chromosome (according to polymerase chain reaction), they did not produce soluble hemagglutinin protease promoting propagation of vibrios in the environment. These features of natural V. cholerae classical strains are apparently responsible for the peculiar infectious and epidemic processes in the cholera epidemic.